Monday, October 26, 2009

Bell Ringer: Using the hamburger method, explain what is included in a paragraph.
Paragraph Sandwiches
Teach students how to create a fantastic paragraph with this wonderful "sandwich" idea. It will allow students to learn the basics and get them thinking about what is needed to write great paragraphs for any audience!
MATERIALS:
· an overhead with writing lines
· a construction paper "sandwich" (2 slices of bread, a piece of meat, a tomato, some lettuce, a piece of cheese)
· small versions of the above construction paper sandwich for each child
PROCEDURE:
Discuss the ingredients that are essential to making a good sandwich.
Show students the kind of sandwich you are going to make by illustrating on the board the "essential elements" in your sandwich, and the order with which you will create it. Discuss the need for a piece of bread on the top and a piece of bread on the bottom to hold the sandwich together.
Direct the students to see that a paragraph is just like a sandwich. It needs an opening sentence and a closing sentence to hold the paragraph together. Just like the bread, the opening and closing may look almost the same. They will basically state the same thing, using different words.
Explain that just as the ingredients inside the sandwich are needed to make it taste good, the "ingredients" inside a paragraph are needed to make it sound good. The ingredients inside the paragraph are referred to as it's supporting details.
Choose a theme for the demonstration paragraph and write a topic sentence on the first piece of bread. Think of supporting detail sentences together. Then write a closing sentence on the bottom piece of bread. Rewrite the topic, detail and closing sentences in correct paragraph form on the lined overhead sheet so that the class can see the paragraph taking shape. Make sure you indent to show students that they must do this to alert the reader that a new paragraph is being formed.
 

Give the students time to create their own sandwiches. As they finish writing sentences on each piece, staple them to the top of a writing paper. Have students write their paragraphs on this writing paper in correct form.
Literacy- Outlining

Math- order of operation

2+6x 3-5
Tuesday, October 27, 2009
Bell Ringer: What is expository writing?
Objectives 
Students will be able to
· identify structures of a five paragraph essay
· use organizational strategies for writing
· read and analyze writing
 

Materials
The Five Paragraph Essay graphic organizer
Copies of two different five-paragraph essays (to use as models)
Highlighters
Overhead projector
 

Key Vocabulary
thesis statement
 

Procedures
Warm Up
Tell students that a common writing structure is the beginning-middle-end formula.
Ask for volunteers to briefly describe the beginning, middle and end of well-known fairy tales.
Explain that even though writing a five-paragraph essay can sound overwhelming, it too follows the beginning-middle-end formula.
Direct Instruction
Distribute the The Five Paragraph Essay graphic organizer to students and place the same graphic organizer (on a transparency) on the overhead projector.
Have students take notes on their graphic organizer as the teacher labels the parts of a five-paragraph essay on the transparency.  The teacher should include: opening statement, thesis statement, transition phrases, topic sentences, supporting points, restated thesis statement, closing statement.
Practice
Place students with a partner of the same reading level. Give each set of partners a copy of a five-paragraph essay and a highlighter. Partners read the essay together.
Using their graphic organizers as a reference, partners highlight each part of the essay and then label the parts with a pen or pencil.
Encourage students who complete the initial labeling to try to label additional parts of the essay, such as opening statement, thesis statement, transition phrases, topic sentences, supporting points, restated thesis statement, closing statement.
Assessment
Pre-lesson preparation: Create an assessment packet for each student using another five-paragraph essay.  Cut the paragraphs apart, mix the order of the paragraphs, and paper clip them together.
Give students the “packet” of paper clipped paragraphs. Using their graphic organizer as a guide, students place the paragraphs on their desks in the correct order. Using their highlighter and pen, students highlight and label the structural elements of the essay.
Closure
Explain to students that structuring/organizing a five-paragraph essay is much like putting together a puzzle or following a formula to answer a math problem. By following a simple step-by-step method, a five-paragraph essay can easily be organized.
Literacy-Graphic organizer
Math- Solving the equation 2+10-18 x 8=12
Wednesday October 28, 2009
Bell Ringer: Explain the way to develop a five paragraph essay on expository writing. (Think of our lesson on yesterday)
Students will be able to:
· generate ideas for writing from discussion
· use organizational strategies to plan writing
· create a coherent whole (introduction, main points, conclusion)
· develop a thesis for clear planning
Materials
The Five Paragraph Essay graphic organizer
Outline graphic organizer 

Rectangle Writing template copied on two different colors of paper and cut out into individual rectangles
Highlighters (two colors—the same two colors as the colored paper)
Glue Sticks
Blank white paper
Overhead projector
 

Key Vocabulary
thesis statement
introduction
main points
conclusion
 

Procedures
Warm Up
Using The Five Paragraph Essay graphic organizer, place the transparency on an overhead.
Ask students to help review the structural parts of the five-paragraph essay by calling out the individual parts.
Write students’ responses on the transparency.
Direct Instruction
Distribute the Outline graphic organizer and two colors of highlighters to each student. Have students color the rectangles in the left margin of the outline. The introduction and the conclusion should be one color and the three body paragraphs should be another color.
Place a transparency of the Outline graphic organizer on the overhead. As a class, create an essay outline based on a given prompt. Have the students complete their outlines as the teacher completes the transparency. Consider choosing a topic with which students have familiarity and background knowledge and can give expository details.
Practice
Using the Rectangle Writing template, give each student five rectangles (individual slips of paper) – two rectangles of one color.  The two rectangles of one color represent the introductory and concluding paragraphs that are color coded on their outlines.  The three rectangles of the other color represent the three body paragraphs.
Using their outlines as a guide, students choose one slip of paper and write a complete paragraph on that slip of paper. It does not matter in which order students write the paragraphs; some students find it easiest to complete a supporting paragraph first. After completing one paragraph, the student raises his or her hand to be assessed by the teacher and receive the teacher’s initials on that slip of paper.  The students’ view of this process – writing a paragraph, instead of an entire paper at once, is that this process, broken down into smaller steps, is much more manageable. 
Assessment
After completing the writing for all five slips of papers, students use glue sticks to adhere their paragraphs, in order, to a blank piece of paper.
If time permits, students should conduct peer editing with a partner, and compose a final draft on a separate piece of paper. Students should keep their essays to be used as a model for future writing. 
Closure
Remind students of the African proverb “How do you eat an elephant? One bite at a time.” Explain to them that writing a five-paragraph essay uses the same philosophy. It doesn’t have to be overwhelming if you take it “one bite at a time.”
Recap- Teacher will ask who the main character is, description of his personality/physical appearance, and explanation as to why the author chose to be the main character.
Math: Solve for the variable 2x+15-3=12
Reinforcement 

Literacy Skill: graphic organizer
Thursday, October 29, 2009

Activities / Procedures:
1. Bell Ringer: “Where on the map have you been? Where on the map have you wanted to visit? Write short descriptions of the places you have visited and list the attractions you would like to see or experience in the places you would like to visit.”

 When writing their descriptions of places they have been, students will use language that will make others interested in hearing about their travels.


After a few minutes, students will post their maps on the board. Then, students will have a few minutes to look at each other’s work. Students will be asked if they would like to visit a location on the map based on another student’s description. Why? What experiences would they be seeking?
2. As a class,  we will read and discuss the article “Finally, Exit From New York” http://www.nytimes.com/learning/teachers/featured_articles/20070524thursday.html, focusing on the following questions:
a. What is the purpose of Matt Gross’ trip?
b. Where will he start his journey? Where will he end it? What does he plan to see in between?
c. What are the “rules” of his trip?
d. How is he deciding where to stop?
e. How would you describe his writing or narrative style?
f. What was his first stop and what details does he provide readers about that destination?
g. How do you think he feels about that stop?
h. Why might Mebane be considered an unconventional tourist destination?
i. What did he encounter there?
j. How does he describe his experience in Mebane?
k. Do any of his stories inspire you to visit those locations? Why or why not?


3. In a group, each student will collectively create an itinerary for a road trip to two or three locations in the United States based on a theme. To begin, students will retrieve their U. S. maps from the board. Then the group will be assigned a theme from the list below (written on the board for easier student access):

HISTORICAL THEMES
-Birthplaces of U. S. Presidents 
-Birthplaces of notable Americans (such as women, African-Americans, inventors or writers)
-Stops along the Pony Express
-Battlefields of the Revolutionary War, Spanish-American War or Civil War
-Milestones in the Civil Rights Movement
-Notable locations in literature, music or movies
-American centers of industry (such as auto factories, coal mines, oil fields, technology labs or financial centers)
-Notable laboratories of invention (cotton gin, airplane, electricity, telephone, locomotive, etc.)
-American Indian reservations
-National parks or monuments
-Zoos, aquariums or amusement parks
-Major league baseball ballparks, football stadiums or NASCAR racetracks
-Pop culture landmarks
-Notable, regional cuisine
Have students work in their groups to identify two or three stops on a trip related to their respective themes. Then have them plot out their selections on their maps. Advise them to consider the following guiding questions:
GUIDING QUESTIONS
-What makes this site a worthwhile destination for visitors?
-What might be the historical or cultural importance of this location?
-When did an important or notable event take place in this location?
-What noteworthy story might be told about the people that live here and/or the events that took place here?
-What are the precise locations of sites travelers should visit?
-How do these compare with and/or relate to the events and people of the past?
-What images or stories might entice visitors to this location?
Toward the end of class, have students present the highlights of their itineraries.
4. WRAP-UP/HOMEWORK: Individually, each student completes a travel guide for one stop on their itinerary, highlighting the following features (written in their journals before the end of class):
-a scenic or noteworthy site related to the theme
-the historical or cultural importance of that site, if applicable
-another type of local entertainment or culture
-a lodging recommendation
-a dining recommendation


Students will identify each of the highlights on a local map, and write short essays incorporating their recommendations with narratives about their respective locations. 

Students are asked to incorporate historical information with current facts when appropriate.
 Further Questions for Discussion:
-Why might you want to take the advice of a person who has been to a travel destination you are planning to visit? What information might you want from that person? How much experience or expertise would you want that person to have in order to be considered credible?
-Have you ever recommended a travel destination to a friend based on your own experience there? Why did you want to share that experience? What did you hope your friend might gain from the experience?
-Have you ever visited a place off the beaten path that you never expected to visit but that made an impression? What did you take away from the experience? Would you recommend it to anyone else?
-Are there places in your own community that you consider to be off the beaten path? Why might people not know about it? Why should they?
-Why do people travel? What do people hope to gain or learn from their travels?
-What would you consider your ideal travel destination? Why? 

Evaluation / Assessment:
Students will be evaluated based on participation in the opening exercise, thoughtful participation in the group work, and completion of their travel guides.

Vocabulary:
obscure, roving, metropolises, pantheon, enthusiast, recoup, untrammeled, slog, waning, gravitational, scant- words from article 

Math: Simplify the fractions- 3/15, 27/300 

Reinforcement 

Literacy Skill: Vocabulary- Frayer Model 
Friday, October 30, 2009

Bell Ringer: Explain the purpose of writing in the expository form.  
Teacher will allow two students to respond to the bell work.

Teacher will review information from group assignments from yesterday and allow students the opportunity to share their homework with their classmates.  Teacher will introduce students to the letter from of expository writing.

Using the Dear Abby Format, the teacher will share the purpose of how expository writing is used in our society. Teacher will show students examples of dear abby letters from the newspaper. Then, teacher will allow students to respond to the letter in a formal manner. After, students will write a question for someone in the class to respond to. Students will have 10 minutes to write a response and check for clarity and structure within the response. 

Closure: Exit ticket- How does writing an expository essay assist you in life? Write three sentences.

Literacy: Quick Write
Math: Complete the following problems- 8x -16= -32
